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are to be found various shades of complexion and
shapes of face, yet there can be no doubt as to the
origin of the Kachins, which was Tartar, and their
original home the region south of the Great Gobi
desert, whence migration started southwards. Their
religion in general is that of spirit worship and the
propitiation of malevolent demons; while their marriage
ceremonies usually partake of the nature of abduction,
which, among the wealthier households is merely
nominal in form, but is actually carried out among
the common folk. Their morals, from our point of
view may be considered somewhat lax, which is the
case with all their neighbours right away to Assam,
as young people are allowed to. consort together as
they please before marriage. If they do not care for
each other they separate, and each is free to experi-
ment with someone else. Should they so care, they
marry: and Kachins claim that this arrangement
does away with the chances of lapses in chastity and
consequent trouble thereby after marriage. Should
a child inopportunely arrive as a result of these
intimacies, the man almost invariably marries the
girl or has to pay a heavy fine to her parents.

Kachins bury their dead with a certain amount
of ceremony in timber coffins, offerings of pig and
libations of rice beer being made to the spirits.
The Marus are the only Kachin people who burn
their dead and bury the ashes.

^ The weapons of all Kachins and Shans are fairly
similar, namely, cross-bows, spears and dahs, while
amongst those in touch with Burma and China
muzzle-loading guns are also found, and even Win-
chester carbines obtained from Yunnan. Old Tower